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ELEMENTARY PLANTS ORCHARD 

(South Kansas City) – From a courtyard raised vegetable garden to a backyard orchard, Burke 
Elementary is going “green” in the Hickman Mills C-1 School (HMC-1) District.  In partnership with HMC-
1 Missouri Options students, The Giving Grove, a Kansas City Community Garden affiliate program and 
KC Healthy Kids, Burke students will plant 12 fruit trees in its backyard on Wednesday, April 1, 2015, 
beginning at 9:00am.  (A rain out date has been schedule for April 15.) 

Burke Elementary shares The Giving Grove mission “to improve local food security and strengthen 
communities by bringing together the resources to develop an edible tree garden.”  Their goal is to 
make fresh produce available to the surrounding urban neighborhood; to reconnect people, especially 
children, with where their food comes from; and to inspire communities to come together to grow, 
harvest and to share their own food. 

Students and staff will plant four apple trees, four Asian pear and four regular pear trees on April 1st. 
Tree tending and fruit harvesting will be the joint responsibility of Burke and MO Options students. 
Fresh fruit from these trees will be enjoyed by students, staff and the community for many years to 
come.  

Grennan Sims, HMC-1 Nutrition Education Coordinator and Burke Orchard steward, is excited about the 
coming orchard.  

“We are literally breaking ground on developing a sustainable food system in an otherwise urban food 
desert,” Sims said.  “Burke Elementary and MO Options students will leave a legacy of giving for future 
generations to benefit from and to share.”   

*** 

The mission of the Hickman Mills C-1 School District, a proudly diverse and historic community, is to provide a 
foundation for our students that maximizes academic success and fosters civic engagement 

 
 

 


